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Subject: B|yelorua8ia (Litava) 5 ’ 0 P 

Source of Information: General Frantiaek 50BHAL . " \ j{ 

Date of Inforaatim: October 1952 **® 

Data Obtained: U October 1952 
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their history back t0 > h ? ^ ^ ^Uth Century, litsva, 

r 1 Gpe ^% iSb^T^ ^co* a poWim State. ^ 

In an apinnce *^tn entered Into a union with 

tho latter part ^tto sm» c u^ nntil X795 r_tha tins 

Poland and raaainud l «Bd« SAng the period of'Ppliah 

of the third partition to* accept the thiate Church^ that ie, 

domination, t£ey no. entered into a 

although *hejr bad bean ^ Orthodoxy but 

ssjff- ‘JrJfs iSffl ** 

t0 °^f eS f^rSfiSto^ Auwing S^hodoayj ^oaa uho did 

sisltt. &i'WCarffyaffia s 

J^SSSifftoT 1795 until 1917, ^Inrusaia remained und % 
the rule at the Huaaian empire. 

2. In December W^part^^r^ ^rcn^th^^f^^ Byalo- 

"Bseloruasian Sooialiat, Hroaada , o~ » 

ruaaian political ]Hn&. an all-Byeloruasian Conafeee. 

partiee, there SSChip SUen Byeloruaaia and 

ihich was to decide U P^ Unacow t h ia Congress, composed of 
tb9 C^t g=vern^ m °^» ari;u3 rtrita 0 , B^lorueaian ^ 
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vhich was uo „ This Congress, oomposwi 

the conauniet go^f™ B T^ m tto^^lous rtia Bjelorusadaa 
over 1,000 dfll ?8a^ 9 ° MgMv nationalistic and it a goa l •*. 
eociety, waa allegedly^highly na (ftw ) KHIMSHEOT, th 

independent Byelorussia*. , Qnuaender of the Krasnaya 

SavikCounds-^of^^-^"^. Deapitethia 

Ovardia, broke up the Congress «n ^ ^ th< 

the Coarse recMvenedat axiagedly was * P* 5 ^ 1 ®^ 
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-pod. Therefore, in ^L^aU the wonderful things that vrere 
tell the BNtt members about au ,w to re tunn. The chief 

members, J ncl “ d ^ 8 1 i^ they were liquidated ^-appointed 

sttasSSs l r sssyras^Ssr- 

2£^«w^ 

** r4^.^S^ atioa -IMS? XSttSSU 

td.on lIZVxSnSnA ttUDlodniak* 1 - ^ re o stensibiy «tic cadre 9 'vdi 0 
individuals - the ^°^^ )ted to train Another 

but in actuality, *?f “25 0 f an Independent Belarus®^. 

o^el^ars g these ^rtCs. £ Xr^S^' 

sasASSsawaa *iss 

ss 3s«^~ - ar,« ■ 

latter was au^ an in?« regulations <rf the ™7^ ^ no t 

promised to abide by the rui« “ importance of Janha KUPAia un 

the Kremlin direct ives. Th e impo^ he is venerated^ the Jyeio 
" be minimized since it is quit® ^ or to ^e emigration, Qf 

russians whether in the ^ communist, he had the 
the fact that he was ®PP he»t and waa one of the J" 1 ,/*. opd the 

the Byelorussian poop ^ CO operated with tbe So e independence 

nationalists. A1 stood for only KUPALA. committed 

communist party he *W elnted out that ^Sar a tlon 

of Byelorussia, .f “Tooted to siffi a pro-Soviet deciar 
suicide because be was 
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originated by an rt All-Slav Congress of Intellectuals ” meeting in 
Mo 3 cow. 

4. - In 1941* the Byelorussians welcomed the Germans with open arms as 
liberators. The Germans vjouid not, however, "share their victor y" with 
anyone. Therefore, the masses began to resent them. As a result, sons 
of the younger men "went into the woods" as partisans. Concurrently 
with this, the Soviet partisan movement in Byelorussia grew to great 
proportions and was of Inestimable value to the Soviets. Because there 
were many Poles in Byelorussia, and particularly in the western part, 
the Polish partisan AK/ (Annia Kray ova) also operated in these regions. 

The Byelorussian nationalist partisans and AK fought both against the 
Germans and against the Russians, i.e., the Bolshevik partisans. The 
greatest partisan activity in Byelorussia took piece in the NAUBOTSKAYA 
PUSHZHA in the BARANC7IC ffl-i&OLOBEC HNO area. Other areas of extended 
partisan activity were at HLUB0KA2A in t he HA1 PBITSKA1A POSHCHA in the 
POLOTSK-VITEBSK-MINSK area; in the MSK-VITEBSK-1^ILIE7 area; in 
POLESYE and in the PINSK-BARANOVICHI-BOBRUISK area. It should be 
emphasized that the most extensive partisan activity was on the part of 
the Bolshevik partisans. 

5. Despite the resentment that many Byelorussians held towards the 
Germans many of them, none-the-less, collaborated because although 
Germany promised nothing concrete, its propaganda toward Byelorussian 
aspirations was very enoouraging. A "general commissariat 11 for Byelo- 
russia was created and was headed by (Jauleiter William KUBE, who, 

» toward the end of 1943, was killed, by the Soviet partisans and was re- 
placed by the SS General GOTBEEG. Because of the mass resentment and 
the German setbacks in Africa, as well as because of the Soviet and 
other partisan activity, the Germans decided to give the Byelorussians 
some form of expression by the end of 1943 • It was at this time that 
General GOT BERG created the Byelorussian Central Rada under the leader- 
ship of ASTROVSKT. The Rada was promised that it would be taking over 
the government of Byelorussia gradually, but many people realized that 

- this was nothin g more than a political maneuver on the part of the 
Ge rmans to get the support of the Byelorussian masses. 

6. In January 1944, Colonel Frantsishek KUSHAL was asked by ASTROVSKT 
to become a member, of the BCR and to organize a Byelorussian army. 

KUSHAL aocepted and drew up a plan for the mobilization of this army 
which was to be called the Byelorusska Krayova Aborona (Byelorussian 
National Guard). By March the mobilization was underway and 44 battalions 

• of 800 to 1000 men each were organized. There was no lateral organization 
between the battalions but they were all responsible to the general staff 
which, in turn, was responsible to, and controlled by, General GOTBERG. 
Each battalion was comanded by a Byelorussian but attached to the unit ] 
were a German liais on officer and a German contingent of soma 50 armed t 
men. In effect, this liaison officer was the commanding officer of the j 
battalion. As a result of this extensive control, the general staff of i 
the BKA was divided into two staffs - one legal and subordinate to the 
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9. The BCE, being a 
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Germans and the other illegal with a goal towards Byelorussian 
independence. The organisation of the BKA had a positive effect 
on the population since the masses believed that this was the 
first step towards a free Byelorussia. The Germans apparently 
became afraid that they had created a Frankenstein monster and 
therefore began to sabotage the BKA by not arming or supplying 
the units properly, 

7. In June of 1944 the Soviets began an attack on the eastern 
front. Soma 10 or 15,000 of the BKA retreated with the Germans, 
and the others "went into the woods" and lasted some two years 
fighting the comnnnists the entire time, Now it is believed that . 
they have liquidated themselves to a large extent, that is, some 

of them have gone into the civilian population, many have been 
killed off, but the rest are still hiding out in the woods 
although their activity is quite limited. Those going west were 
reformed into the Byelorussian SS Waf fen Division under the nominal 
command of Colonel KUSHAL, but under the actual command of Lt, 
Colonel ZXEGLING; ZIEGUNG 1 3 Byelorussian liaison was Lb. Colonel 
Boris RAHUUA (RAGULA) . The BCR, as such, retreated to Berlin, 

In passing, it might be pointed out that those Byelorussians 
connected with the BCR were considered as traitors by the Soviet 
Union, The following may serve as an example of their feelings 
On his way to Berlin General 1EZOVXTCV, the military minister 
with the BCR, fell ill and was taken into a hospital. When the 
Soviets approached this area, TEZOVITOV was not one of the fortu- 
nate ones to be evacuated. Therefore, he was captured by the 
Soviets, brought to VITEBSK, tried and convicted as a traitor, 
and thereupon unceremoniously hung, 

8. In March 1945, Colonel ZIBGUNG was transferred to conmand a 
German Youth Division, whereupon KUSHAL became full commander of 
the Byelorussian SS Division, Shortly thereafter, the Germans 
ordered all the SS troops to TYROL where they expected to make 
their last stand. KUSHAL 1 s division was ordered towards PASSAU. 

While stationed in EISENSTEINDQRF, KUSHAL made contact with General 
MAITSOV, a commander of an BOA division (VLASOV' a army). The latter 
was already in contact with a US corps, -T. /ween their positions and 
the Ame ricana there was stationed a German S3 division in Eisenstain- 
stadt. MALTSOV and KUSHAL, on the directive of the American sector 
commander, fought through the German SS division to ZWISSEL, where 
they joined the American troops, whereupon they were all promptly ; 
interned as prisoners of war. Later KUSHAL^ escaped from the con— j 
centration camp but MALTSOV was repatriated to the Soviet Union f 
where he was tried, convicted and hung. 

9. The BCB, being an out-an^out collaborationist group and fearing 
American reaction, net in November 1945 at Wttrsburg and liquidated 
itself* Instead it created the Byelorussian Narodny Tsentr (Byelo- 
russian National Center) oriented on the principles of the BNR and 
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ABRAICHIK, who at this tins was in Paris. In 1946, AHRAU C HIS earns 
to Germany and there began forming the BHB. In 1948, ASTBOTSEC, 
the President of the BCR, who appears to be somewhat of an opportunist, 
realizing that the Americans were not going to take any action against 
German collaborators, wrote letters to former members in an attempt to 
recreate tbs BCR. Of the thirty original members of this organization, 
S£*£o 0 went to ASTROTSKI and the others to the BSR. 
ofthe present BCR are individuals who bad nothing to do with the 
original organization set up in 1943. 
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10. About 25% of the Byelorussian emigration are /°J?^ £ jf 
aotbotsky movement . This is explained on the basis that they .are 
IfSer not too well acquainted with the BCE politics during the period 
of 1943 to 1945 or that thqy are attracted to ASTB0T3KI because of his 
personality and inposlng stature. At the present time, 
sympathizers of the BUR allude to the ASTBOVSKX movementasthe 

and consider them as pro-Huaaian oriented, althougi 
they appear to favor an independent Byelorussia. 
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n The BUR is composed of some 120 members who have been hand-picked 
S*AmMCra. They^ ostensibly represent all the ^ataof the Byeln- 
™asian emigr ation. Some TO of these members are in the United States, 
IrSLda, ami the rest are scattered throughout the world. 
Th^mm haa always supported, and will always support, the idea of a 
See^d^dSXrKru’asia. The BMR feels that it is a g£«rn- 
"!? ^Lrilband that it should be the interim government in ^el^>- 
time of occupation and the time that an all-Byelo- 
russian Congress decides the fate of the land. 



C 3 






- H v. 

j iri •!■ 4 ,^'7 

( -A 



BMHsghh 
cc: SB/CPP 









Mmmm 






l>d I 












